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Art impossible to define.

But one thing can be said about it:

ñartò is not ñnatureò

the word is connected to ñartificialò & ñartifice.ò

Art requires some form of human action, choice,

intervention, and creativity

(But are all human creations ñartò?)



The arts

ÅVisual/spatial (painting, sculpture, architecture).

ÅAuditory/temporal (music, literature)

ÅCombined(theater, opera, film, video, etc.)



Å Art is the representation of 

reality. 

Å Art is the creation of beautiful 

or satisfying forms.

Å Art is personal expression.  

SOME COMMON IDEAS ABOUT 

WHAT ART IS:

How would you relate the following works to any of these ideas?



Masters of the European Tradition



Jan Vermeer, 

Reading 

Letter  (1657-

59)



Vincent Van Gogh, Starry Night (1889).



Pablo Picasso, 

The Violin 

(1913)





Jacques Louis David (1748-1825)

Eugene Delacroix (1798-1863)

Francisco Goya (1746-1828)

Pablo Picasso (1881-1973)

Salvador Dali (1904-1989)

(Themes:  War, Revolution, Civil War)





Jacques-Louis David, Oath of the Horatii (1784)







Linear Perspective





Eugene Delacroix, Liberty Leading the People (1830)



Neoclassic

Romantic



Francisco Goya, The Third of May, 1808 (1814)











Picasso, 

The Violin 

(1913)



Picasso, 

Portrait of 

Ambroise 

Vollard 

(1910)



Picasso, Guernica, 1937





Picasso, Guernica, 1937



Salvador Dali, Persistence of Memory (1931)



Dali, Premonition 

of Civil War, 1936







Sandro Botticelli (1445-1510)

ArtemesiaGentileschi (1593-
1653)

Theme:  gender



Botticelli, Birth of Venus, c. 1484





Botticelli, Mars and Venus, c. 1483



Artemesia

Gentileschi, Judith 

and Holofernes, c. 

1614-1620





c. 1623-1625



Artemesia

Gentileschi, 

Judith and 

Maidservant, 

c. 1613





ά±Ŝƴǳǎέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜǎ





Mel Ramos, Manetôs Olympia, 1974



Kayti Didriksen, Man of Leisure, King George, 2004





Medieval

transitional Early Renaissance High Renaissance



Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519)

Claude Monet (1840-1926)

Wassily Kandinsky (1866-1944)

Piet Mondrian (1872-1944)

Theme:  Representing Nature (or not)

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ άƴŀǘǳǊŜέ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ 
ǿƻǊƭŘΣέ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŀ άƴŀǘǳǊŀƭέ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ 
(e.g., a forest or desert)



Leonardo,   Madonna 

with Vase, c. 1480



Leonardo, Last Supper, c. 1497  (before cleaning & restoration) 


