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The Art of Story Writing 
Finding Inspiration in MENA

https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=436746



What Inspires 
Writers? 

Ernest Hemingway claimed his well 

known short story “Hills Like White 

Elephants” was inspired by a conversation 

he overheard in a train station in Spain. 
https://faculty.weber.edu/jyoung/English 2500/Readings for English 2500/Hills Like 

White Elephants.pdf



Ransom Riggs wrote his novel Miss 

Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar 

Children using inspiration from 

Found Photography

https://www.ransomriggs.com/photos/

https://www.ransomriggs.com/photos/


For this assignment, your inspiration will come from the 

ACOR Archive in Jordan in the files of the Bayt Ras Tomb 

which is believed to be at the sight of the former city 

Capitolas. There is a 56 foot long pictorial narrative inside the 

tomb that uses Greek characters to express Aramaic 

language, often using comic style speech bubbles. 

Use the link to view a video 

of the Bayt Ras Tomb
https://acor.digitalrelab.com/index.php?s=file=616377

https://acorjordan.org/bayt-ras/



Think of the characters who have stayed with you from a story

These characters have backstories. 

They do not exist on one plane 

alone.

They have motivations, quirks, likes 

and dislikes. They have reasons for 

their actions. 

https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=445800



The first step for you is to decide if you will write a story about the tomb’s creation or about the archaeologists who are s

https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=445811https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=436822



If you are writing about 

the building of the tomb, 

think about the following 

questions:

Who was buried there?

Who are the people 

building the tomb?

Why are they building?

What are the materials 

they are using?

What is the weather like?

Do they take breaks?

Who is creating the 

comics?

Add your own questions 

and thoughts to build 

your characters into 

people. 

https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=438903



If you are writing about the dig 

at the tomb, think about the 

following questions:

Who is digging there?

Why are they working this 

archaeological dig?

Why are they in the area?

What is their training?

Who do they live with?

Do they take breaks?

What food do they eat?

Add your own questions and 

thoughts to build your 

characters into people. 
https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=445798



Use the following link to explore images of the dig at Bayt Ras. Watch videos and work on your character creations inspired b
https://acor.digitalrelab.com



To complete step one, write character sketches of at least four characters and submit those to your professor for approval. 

https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=439057



Once your character sketches have been approved by your professor, begin 

your flash fiction using your characters. Click on the link below for a reminder 

of the definition of flash fiction:
https://climateimagination.asu.edu/flash-fiction/

https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=438961


