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The Anthropologist is a participant 
observer recording  human 

experience, social complexity, and 
the changing nature of culture
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Anthropologist 
Linda L. Layne

• 1981-1984, Jordan Valley, 
dissertation fieldwork and 
research

• 1984, Amman, Conference 
and ethnographic photograph 
exhibition “Anthropology in 
Jordan: State of the Art.”

• 1986, Princeton University, 
PhD “The Production and 
Reproduction of Tribal 
Identity in Jordan.

• 1994, Princeton University 
Press published Home and 
Homeland: the Dialogics of 
Tribal and National Identities 
in Jordan.

L
in

d
a
 L

a
y
n

e
: 
E

th
n

o
g
ra

p
h

y
 a

n
d

 P
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

y
  
 

D
r.

 R
it

u
 G

a
ir

o
la

K
h

a
n

d
u

ri
, 
P

h
D

3



• The ACOR Archive holds 498 images from the anthropologist 
Linda A. Layne’s ethnographic fieldwork in Jordan from 
1980-1984, and a conference and curated photo exhibition in 
1984, which featured a selection of Layne’s fieldwork 
photographs

• This presentation brings the published book and the ACOR 
digital photo archive together to highlight everyday life in 
the Jordan Valley in 1980-1984

• The presentation highlights Nourra (Nura) Abu Ghnomi and 
her sister, Nada, Munir, and Outfa, and the al Talib family 
with whom the anthropologist resided during her fieldwork 
in Jordan and are featured though not pictured in Home and 
Homeland.

L
in

d
a
 L

a
y
n

e
: 
E

th
n

o
g
ra

p
h

y
 a

n
d

 P
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

y
  
  
  

  
  

  
  

 

D
r.

 R
it

u
 G

a
ir

o
la

K
h

a
n

d
u

ri
, 
P

h
D

4

https://photoarchive.acorjordan.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Layne_findingaid.pdf


Linda L Layne: Ethnography and 
Photography of Jordan

• This lesson and presentation bring together ACOR’s 
Linda L Layne Photo Archive and Layne’s 
ethnography, Home and Homeland (Princeton 
University Press 1994)

L
in

d
a
 L

a
y
n

e
: 
E

th
n

o
g
ra

p
h

y
 a

n
d

 P
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

y
  
  
  

  
  

  
  

 

D
r.

 R
it

u
 G

a
ir

o
la

K
h

a
n

d
u

ri
, 
P

h
D

5

https://photoarchive.acorjordan.org/linda-l-layne-collection-documenting-life-in-the-jordan-valley/
https://photoarchive.acorjordan.org/linda-l-layne-collection-documenting-life-in-the-jordan-valley/
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691194783/home-and-homeland
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691194783/home-and-homeland
https://photoarchive.acorjordan.org/linda-l-layne-collection-documenting-life-in-the-jordan-valley/
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691194783/home-and-homeland?srsltid=AfmBOorZNHeqLukmSP4lf0W0GUxIstAzp_0r-QSVEetiMfuVriUmjhjg


Visual Anthropology and 
Photography
Primarily

• Life stories are central to ethnographic research and integral to the 
anthropologist’s data and documentation.

Importantly

• This lesson and presentation demonstrate the inextricable link between 
ethnography (text) and photography (visual) where each is both content and 
context to the other.

• Linda L. Layne’s photography is not included in Home and Homeland. With 
the institutionalizing of Visual Anthropology, visual data is acknowledged as 
indispensable to understanding the distinct ways of seeing in cultural 
anthropology. 
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https://www.index-f.com/para/n27/9peacock.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/zora-neale-hurston-claiming-space/
https://sites.research.virginia.edu/irb-sbs/ethnographic-research
https://oxfordre.com/education/display/10.1093/acrefore/9780190264093.001.0001/acrefore-9780190264093-e-379
https://www.ways-of-seeing.com/


• As evidenced from our first encounter when 
Munira took my notebook and drew a goat-
hair tent filled with “typical” people and 
artifacts, they had definite ideas about what 
I, as an anthropologist, ought to know about 
them. The corpus of knowledge that they 
selected as appropriate consisted of the 
“traditional” or “folkloric” aspects of their 
culture. Although I agreed with them on the 
suitability of these topics, my attention that 
first year was focused on how unlike the 
image I had of Bedouin they were (an image 
based both on scholarly texts and Hollywood 
movies) and how bracketed off from the rest 
of their lives much of what they taught me 
seemed to be.

Layne, Linda L., Home and Homeland
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The Tourist’s Gaze

• IN 1988 ON A TRIP TO J ORDAN as “scholar escort” for a 
study tour of American college professors, most of whom had 
little prior knowledge of the Middle East, I was struck by the 
frequency and uniformity of a particular genre of question, one 
that I consistently found difficult to answer adequately. These 
questions involved requests for me to identify and categorize 
people they were seeing into meaningful social groups, often on 
the basis of physical appearance alone. “Linda, tell me, that 
woman over there in the embroidered dress, is she Palestinian 
or Jordanian?” or “Tell me, who wears the red kufiyya and who 
wears the black ones?” or “Those dark-skinned people over 
there, who would they be?” Or the question might be about the 
speaker they had heard in the morning, often people I knew 
quite well, and although in these cases I was able to offer a 
more substantive answer, the answer was never a simple one.

Layne, Linda L., Home and Homeland
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Photography

“means putting oneself into a certain relation to the 
world that feels like knowledge— and, therefore, like 
power” (Sontag 1977:4). 

A Photograph 

“freezes life and disembodies it from its context.”

Layne, Linda L.. Home and Homeland

Linda Layne’s photographs fall within the realm of 
Ethnographic Photography. It is is not the tourist’s 
gaze. Neither is it the stereotypes cultural insiders 
convey to cultural outsiders.
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https://culanth.org/fieldsights/ethnographic-photography-supplemental-materials


What is Visual Anthropology?
“[Visual Anthropology] examines how aspects of culture can be 
pictorially/visually interpreted and expressed, and how images can be 
understood as artifacts of culture.”

Founded in 1984, the Society for Visual Anthropology (SVA)promotes the use 
of images for the description, analysis, communication and interpretation of 
human [and sometimes nonhuman) behavior. Members have interests in all 
visual aspects of culture, including art, architecture and material artifacts, as 
well as kinesics, proxemics and related forms of body motion communication 
(e.g. gesture, emotion, dance, sign language).
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https://www.societyforvisualanthropology.org/about


Images in Home and Homeland L
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Jordan Valley/ al 
Ghor/ the Lowlands

The Jordan Valley, known in Arabic as ‹ 
al-Gh É r’, literally “the Lowlands,” is 
that part of the Great Rift Valley which 
stretches from Lake Tiberias (200 
meters below sea level) to the Dead Sea 
(the lowest spot on earth at 400 meters 
below sea level). (fig. 4).
Layne, Linda L.. Home and Homeland
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Images in Home and Homeland
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Images are a 
Cultural Text

• Like the Queen of England, the King has his portrait on each of 
the Jordanian bills and coins. But whereas the Queen’s image 
is stable and static, the King’s image is a kind of trompe l’oeil. 
On the front of each bill he is pictured on the left-hand side 
dressed in a suit and tie, the modern, forward-looking 
pragmatic persona, one who is fluent in Western ways. But if 
one holds the bill up to the light, the King dressed in a 
checkered kufiyya , the traditional tribal head scarf, emerges 
from the watermark on the right-hand side. 19 The 
traditionalist, bearer of noble heritage and authenticity, faces 
his alter ego. 20 What one sees depends on how one holds the 
bill. In other words, we have returned again to the realm of 
posture. The shape and meaning of the King, or of his image on 
a bill, like the shape and meaning of Jordan itself depend very 
much on how one is positioned vis-à-vis the King, a dinar bill, 
or the country.
Layne, Linda L.. Home and Homeland

• Also read Clifford Geertz
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An example of the anthropologist Layne’s interpretation of a currency bill and 

images

https://web.mit.edu/allanmc/www/geertz.pdf


Anthropologist Layne’s 
ACOR (Jordan) Photo 
Archive

• https://acor.digitalrelab.com/index.php?s=filter=collecti
on_name:Linda%20L.%20Layne%20collection
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Some behaviors within the house are 
explicitly dealt with in customary law under 
the rubric of ïurmat al-bayt ; literally, the 
inviolability of the house. But most everyday 
practices and household tasks are informed 
by tacit norms about how one might best go 
about such activities. These are not rules 
that “govern” behavior but cultural 
meanings that “orient practice without 
producing it” (Bourdieu 1977:21). The way 
one conducts oneself in these matters, 
whether in choosing what clothing to wear, 
what seat to offer a guest, or the way one 
holds one’s body while performing household 
tasks or walking in the street, is the minutia 
out of which judgments concerning the 
honor ( mu ï aram ) of individuals and, by 
extension, their families are made (see 
chapter 7).
Layne, Linda L.. Home and Homeland
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Woman watching 
children in tent
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Weaving and Embroidery
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The al talib Family
In 1981 while doing research at the Deir Alla Secondary School for Girls I was 
introduced to Fatima al talib, the best student in the senior class that year. 
She invited me to visit her at her home, and I soon developed a friendship 
with her family. I became a regular visitor in the al talib home in Mu addi and 
was their guest in al-Arda for the three month summer holiday in 1982. The 
household consisted of Mr. and Mrs. Muammad al talib, three unmarried sons, 
and four unmarried daughters— Amina, Sulayman, Fatima, Kulthum, Ghida, 
Khalid, and Salah. The al tibs’ three oldest children were married and no 
longer lived at home. 

Layne, Linda L.. Home and Homeland 

*Their son Sulayman, was anthropologist Layne’s research assistant
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Real Names and Pseudonyms in 
Ethnography
Although it is anthropological tradition to use pseudonyms, with their 
permission, I have retained their real names. I refer to the al talibs by the 
American equivalents to the terms of respect with which I addressed them in 
Jordan: for example, Mr. and Mrs. al talib instead of Mother and Father of 
Omar.

Layne, Linda L.. Home and Homeland
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• Mrs. Abu Ghonmi pounding coffee in a mortar shell
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View of al-talib
tents from field 
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Head of the household
MUAMMAD HUSSAIN AL -Talib  (head of the household 
featured in chapter 3) was born to Mahra Bahadla and î 
Hussain al talib in 1928, the same year Jordan’s first 
constitution was promulgated.

Layne, Linda L.. Home and Homeland
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Mr. al talib farmed, operated a small business, and raised a number of goats. 
He owned about twenty-eight dunums of land in an adjacent village which he 
was renting to another farmer. Instead of farming his own land, he preferred 
to farm a smaller parcel closer to his home. In 1981– 82 he sharecropped eight 
dunums in Mu ‹ addi, which belonged to one of his brothers. His unmarried 
sons and daughters helped with the farming in their free time after school. He 
also owned twelve dunums in al‹ Arda, which he had planted with olive trees 
in the late 1970s. The trees, still too young to bear fruit, required only a 
couple of days’ care in the summer. The family also kept a small number of 
goats, which they sent to graze every day with a village shepherd for a 
monthly fee, and owned a half share in a small grocery in Mu ‹ addi which Mr. 
al†v lib and his son Kh v lid took turns running.

Layne, Linda L.. Home and Homeland
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Mr. al talib farmed, operated a small business, and 
raised a number of goats. He owned about twenty-eight 
dunums of land in an adjacent village which he was 
renting to another farmer. Instead of farming his own 
land, he preferred to farm a smaller parcel closer to his 
home. In 1981– 82 he sharecropped eight dunums in 
Mu ‹ addi, which belonged to one of his brothers. His 
unmarried sons and daughters helped with the farming 
in their free time after school. 6 He also owned twelve 
dunums in al‹ Arda, which he had planted with olive 
trees in the late 1970s. The trees, still too young to bear 
fruit, required only a couple of days’ care in the 
summer. The family also kept a small number of goats, 
which they sent to graze every day with a village 
shepherd for a monthly fee, and owned a half share in a 
small grocery in Mu ‹ addi which Mr. al†v lib and his 
son Kh v lid took turns running.

Layne, Linda L.. Home and Homeland
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Mrs. al talib
cleaning wool

Mrs. al talib was in charge of the care 
of the goats and all dairy processing, as 
well as more seasonal tasks such as 
making and maintaining mattresses, 
spinning, tent repair, and cleaning 
wheat.
Layne, Linda L.. Home and Homeland 
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Mrs. al talib cleaning wool L
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Mrs. al-talib cleaning the wool
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Mrs. al talib also chose the outdoor area 
in front of the shigg to perform a 
number of tasks. This is where she 
tended her mattresses, opening them 
one by one over a series of days; 
removing and cleaning the wool (by 
beating, fluffing, and sunning it), and 
then reassembling them. She also 
cleaned wheat and spun goat hair into 
thread for tent repair in this area.
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Dishes were washed at the tank and set out to dry on top of the tank and on a 
pile of brush nearby. The ladaya , a three-stone fireplace used for baking 
bread on a cast-iron disk, was built near the tank next to the pile of kindling. 
u mina would rise earlier than the rest of the household to make the bread. 
Mrs. al†v lib and I would rise soon thereafter to milk and feed the goats, 
which were tethered for the night behind the tent a short distance from the 
rab ‹ a . The goats that were destined for immediate slaughter were tethered 
under an oak in front of the tent, apart from the nursing she-goats and their 
kids. The rest of the children would get up at about the time when u mina 
would start cooking the bread and drink tea next to her while sitting on stools. 
We often ate breakfast of fresh bread and yogurt or goat-milk butter there.
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Morning family 
session, while Amina 
is kneading bread

Amina, the eldest 

unmarried daughter, 

had never finished 

her schooling but had 

dropped out of 

elementary school to 

help her mother with 

the housework. She 

did most of the daily 

household chores 

(baking bread, 

cooking, cleaning, and 

laundering).
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The only members of the al talib household whose 
work is still located at home are Mrs. al talib and 
her daughter Amina. Both continue to perform many 
of the same tasks that they would be if they were 
still pastoral transhumant tent dwellers. Yet even 
they are participating in capitalist production by 
raising children who will sell their labor as
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Daily life of al-tailb family, a settled Bedouin (A'abadi) family in the 
Jordan Valley L
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Daily life of al-tailb family, a settled Bedouin (A'abadi) family 
in the Jordan Valley
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Daily life of al-talib family, a settled Bedouin (A'abadi) family 
in the Jordan Valley

L
in

d
a
 L

a
y
n

e
: 
E

th
n

o
g
ra

p
h

y
 a

n
d

 P
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

y
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

D
r.

 R
it

u
 G

a
ir

o
la

K
h

a
n

d
u

ri
, 
P

h
D

42



L
in

d
a
 L

a
y
n

e
: 
E

th
n

o
g
ra

p
h

y
 a

n
d

 P
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

y
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

D
r.

 R
it

u
 G

a
ir

o
la

K
h

a
n

d
u

ri
, 
P

h
D

43



The three youngest daughters [including Kulthu and Ghaidah] and two 
youngest sons [including Saleh] were students at the local junior and senior 
high schools.
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Because of my presence, Sulayman, the oldest unmarried son, lived that 
summer at his cousin’s house up the road from the al talib tent and commuted 
from there to his civil service job in Amman. For the unmarried al talib girls 
and myself, it was summer vacation. We spent the mornings doing household 
tasks and the afternoons napping, listening to soap operas on the radio, and 
visiting friends and relatives in the area. This routine was punctuated with 
occasional shopping trips to Salt or the Baq a refugee camp.
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Kulthu and Ghaidah bringing water from 
a neighbor's well

Most houses in al Arda have rainwater wells, and tent 
dwellers such as the al talibs borrow water from their 
neighbors’ wells for drinking but use water from tanks 
for washing and cooking. Every day or so, the al tallib
girls carried well water in plastic buckets or tin cans 
on their heads and stored it in a traditional ceramic 
jug and/or in Styrofoam thermoses in the tent.
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Many of women’s traditional domestic 
tasks are being eliminated. More and 
more local girls are being trained to 
work as teachers, secretaries, and 
clerks. Mothers are not teaching their 
daughters to spin and weave. And 
although most girls know how to make 
Bedouin coffee and some know how to 
make Bedouin bread and yogurt, these 
and many other household products are 
now being produced commercially, 
substantially affecting the use of 
household storage and activity loci.
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Salah and his friends in 
front of the al-Talib tent
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SCHOOL CHILDREN
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Nada Abu Ghunmi, Schoolteacher

Nada Abu Ghunmi was a schoolteacher 
in the local high school for girls. Most 
mornings I spent at Nada’s school 
observing classes, interviewing 
teachers, socializing in the teachers’ 
lounge, and sitting in the 
headmistress’s office gossiping, looking 
at school records, and listening to the 
parents who visited. From time to time 
this routine was broken by school trips 
and visits to the other schools in the 
area.
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When Muhammad al talib was a boy he 
studied, as was the custom at the time, 
with an itinerate teacher who taught 
him the Koran and the three Rs. 15 The 
first government school in the Valley 
was opened in 1950 for boys. In the 
years following King Hussein’s 
ascension to the throne (1953), schools 
proliferated throughout rural Jordan. 
By 1981 there were twenty-two schools 
in the Deir ‹ Alla Subdistrict of the 
Valley alone (nine for boys, nine for 
girls, and four mixed elementary 
schools).

Layne, Linda L.. Home and 
Homeland

L
in

d
a
 L

a
y
n

e
: 
E

th
n

o
g
ra

p
h

y
 a

n
d

 P
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

y
  
  
  

  
  

  
  

 

D
r.

 R
it

u
 G

a
2
ir

o
la

 K
h

a
n

d
u

ri
, 
P

h
D

51



School children
The opening of schools also played a major role in 
transforming life in the Valley.
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Students 
at school

L
in

d
a
 L

a
y
n

e
: 
E

th
n

o
g
ra

p
h

y
 a

n
d

 P
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

y
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

D
r.

 R
it

u
 G

a
2

ir
o
la

 K
h

a
n

d
u

ri
, 
P

h
D

53



Students at school L
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Students at 
school
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Students at 
school

L
in

d
a
 L

a
y
n

e
: 
E

th
n

o
g
ra

p
h

y
 a

n
d

 P
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

y
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

D
r.

 R
it

u
 G

a
ir

o
la

K
h

a
n

d
u

ri
, 
P

h
D

56



Students in the 
Library

L
in

d
a
 L

a
y
n

e
: 
E

th
n

o
g
ra

p
h

y
 a

n
d

 P
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

y
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

D
r.

 R
it

u
 G

a
ir

o
la

K
h

a
n

d
u

ri
, 
P

h
D

57



Students in a school yard
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In the Jordan Valley, as throughout the Kingdom as a whole, children 
contribute less and less to production due to ever-increasing tenures at school. 
Elementary and preparatory education is compulsory and with the expansion 
of secondary schools in the rural areas, more and more children are continuing 
to high schools and beyond. Many of the new generation of ‹ Abb v di men and 
women are wage earners who work outside the home. Educated sons and 
daughters are now employed as teachers in local schools and as salaried 
employees in the service industries that have accompanied the economic 
development of the Valley.
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Boys putting  
load on donkey’s 
back
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Man and child 
breaking rocks
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“Schooling reduced the availability of shepherds. The first educated men 
married outside of the clan, then girls started to go to school and they in turn 
wanted educated husbands. They tried to look citified and to show that they 
were cultured so as to be attractive brides and they considered it below their 
level to milk or bring fodder (personal communication).”
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Nada Abu Ghunmi, Schoolteacher

Nada Abu Ghunmi was a schoolteacher 
in the local high school for girls. Most 
mornings I spent at Nada’s school 
observing classes, interviewing 
teachers, socializing in the teachers’ 
lounge, and sitting in the 
headmistress’s office gossiping, looking 
at school records, and listening to the 
parents who visited. From time to time 
this routine was broken by school trips 
and visits to the other schools in the 
area.
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Nada’s mother and her oldest 
sister, Nura (Nourra), busied 
themselves with household 
chores.
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Nourra [Nura] Abu Ghnomi
embroidering at her portable machine 
on the veranda

One example of the dialogic 
relationship between national and 
local representations of tribal 
culture is to be found in the 
changing meanings of the dilig (pl. 
dilug ), the traditional 
embroidered dress, for the tribes 
of the Jordan Valley. The dilig is a 
black, full-length, long-sleeved, 
embroidered dress. The machine-
embroidered floral or geometric 
patterns, done in either satin 
stitch ( ara ) or chain stitch ( aba ) 
vary, and no single pattern is 
identified with a particular tribe. 
An everyday dilig is embroidered 
with about four to six spools of 
embroidery thread around the 
edges of the sleeves, neckline, and 
hem. Fancier dresses use up to 
twenty-five spools of thread and 
cost about JD 45, or $135, in 1981.
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Anthropologist 
Linda Layne

Nura embroidered the two 

lovely dresses that served as 

my uniform while in the 

Valley.

L
in

d
a
 L

a
y
n

e
: 
E

th
n

o
g
ra

p
h

y
 a

n
d

 P
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

y
  
  
  

  
  

  
  

 

D
r.

 R
it

u
 G

a
ir

o
la

K
h

a
n

d
u

ri
, 
P

h
D

66



Nada, Munir, and Outfa modeling dresses 
embroided by their sister, Nourra in the family's 
garden

Nada’s two other sisters were schoolteachers like her. 
(A fourth sister, the eldest, who died prematurely of 
cancer, had been the first woman from the Valley to 
become a teacher).
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Most younger women usually wore Western 
clothing. School-aged girls wore the long-sleeved, 
knee-length brown, blue, or green uniforms of 
primary, middle, and secondary school while at 
school and similar dresses or skirts and blouses 
elsewhere. About half the young women wore a 
head cover during the period of my research 
from 1981 to 1982 and 1984. Those who did 
typically did so as an assertion of their modesty 
and piety and so wore plain solid-colored scarves 
which they tied in a variety of ways, all of which 
completely covered their hair and sometimes 
also their necks.
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Wahlin calculates that in 1989 there 
was “one private car to every 23 
inhabitants, or a vehicle of some 
kind to every 12” (1991a:26).
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A good portion of the ethnographic 
material presented here was first 
grappled with in the doctoral 
dissertation I completed in 1986 at 
Princeton under the supervision of 
Hildred Geertz, Lawrence Rosen, 
Gananath Obeyeskere, and Rena 
Lederman.
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The Anthropologist is a participant 
observer recording  human 

experience, social complexity, and 
the changing nature of culture
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