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Curriculum Statement

This module can be offered in the following courses:

World History
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Research Writing



Learning Outcomes

Students will understand principles of primary source research

Students will compare academic interpretive frameworks of primary sources

Students will evaluate secondary source credibility

Students will articulate historical narratives of the Roman Empire 

Students will contextualize historical narratives of the Roman Empire in Arabia

Students will imagine possible events and scenarios based on archival materials

Students will understand the mission and resources offered by the American 
Center of Research in Jordan (ACOR)



Suggested Assignments and Activities
Digital Archive Blog Post:

● Task: Write a blog post or article about a specific aspect of the digital archive, such as a notable item or theme.
● Focus: Practice writing for a general audience and conveying historical significance in an engaging format.

Primary Source Analysis:

● Task: Choose a document, photograph, or artifact from the digital archive and write a detailed analysis.
● Focus: Examine the source's context, purpose, and significance. Discuss what it reveals about the historical period or topic it represents.

Historical Biography:

● Task: Use the digital archive to research and write a biography of a historical figure featured in the collection.
● Focus: Highlight key events, achievements, and the figure’s impact, supported by primary source evidence.

Digital Exhibit:

● Task: Design a digital exhibit using items from the archive to present a specific theme or topic.
● Focus: Curate the exhibit with an introduction, captions, and contextual information to effectively communicate your chosen theme.



Reading - Viewing List

● Ball, Warwick. Rome in the East: The Transformation of an Empire. London; New York: Routledge, 2000.
● Bowersock, G. W. Roman Arabia. Harvard University Press, 1983.
● Teeter, E., J.A. Larson, and Jack Green, editors. Picturing the Past: Imaging and Imagining the Ancient 

Middle East. Oriental Institute Museum Publication 34, The Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago, 

2012. https://oi.uchicago.edu/sites/oi.uchicago.edu/files/uploads/shared/docs/oimp34.pdf.

● Porter, Barbara A. Digging Deeper: Charting the Course of Archaeological Stewardship in Jordan. The 
afikra Podcast, YouTube, uploaded by afikra, 4 May 2022, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyyvPr-xF0o.

Note: The texts by Ball and Bowersock should be used in conjunction with student research and comparison of contemporary sources in order to gain an understanding of evolving perspectives toward the topic. 

https://oi.uchicago.edu/sites/oi.uchicago.edu/files/uploads/shared/docs/oimp34.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyyvPr-xF0o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyyvPr-xF0o


Amman, Jordan.

“A city east of the river Jordan, beside the source of its tributary the Jabbachos (Jabbok, Wadi Zerka). 
Settlements go back at least as far as the Bronze Age, from which fortress walls are preserved, and a fortified 
settlement existed in the time of the patriarchs. Early Iron Age finds have also attained a notable scale, dating 
from a period when the place, under the name of Rabbath Ammon, was the capital of the Ammonites, whose 
royal house, speaking a language akin to Canaanite, was in power from at least the tenth century BC. 
Subsequently the town received a Macedonian colony and the name of Philadelphia from Ptolemy II 
Philadelphus (285–246), and then passed into the hands of the Seleucid Antiochus III the Great (218). Pompey 
the Great made it a member of the autonomous group of cities known as the Decapolis ( c 63). In AD 106–12 it 
was detached to form part of the new Roman province of Arabia.”

“Philadelphia (Ancient City).” Salem Press Encyclopedia, September 1, 2022. https://research-ebsco-com.ezproxy.stlcc.edu/linkprocessor/plink?id=73aea96e-9bcc-3c49-8421-3f5ba7aa06ad.



Roman Theater, and Colonnades  

The Roman Theater in Amman was restored in 
1957. Non-original materials were used, but it 
is an impressive structure that affirms the 
presence of Rome Amman, then known as 
Philadephia after its Ptolemaic ruler, 
Philadelphus.(Roman theater - Amman 2022)

“The theatre was built in the period 138-161 
CE, which dates back to the reign of Roman 
emperor Antoninus Pius. The sole centerpiece 
of the city, the magnificent masterpiece was 
designed to be northerly-oriented, to keep the 
sun off its spectators, and could seat up to 
6,000 people on its steep stairs.”(Roman 
theater - Amman 2022)

Rami Khouri collection. 1948. ACOR. https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=279574

.

https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=279574


Why did the Roman Empire Expand into the Middle East?

Warwick Ball explains that “The East was Rome’s greatest source of wealth” (p.1). The Roman 
Empire encountered in the The Near East a more sophisticated society than it’s soldiers and 
administrators had experienced before. Ball says that “The Near East had seen great empires come 
and go for thousands of years before the Romans”(p. 1). The Roman Empire’s main opponent in 
its conquest of The Near East was the Seleucid Empire, which covered parts of Mesopotamia and 
what is now Iran (p. 1). While the Romans left evidence of their culture in Jordan and other parts 
of the Middle East in their temples, burial places, and community centers, they also absorbed not 
only wealth but the cultural influences of Eastern culture. Ball argues that Near Eastern culture 
significantly impacted Europe and today’s European culture is rooted in the East to West exchange 
that resulted from Rome’s involvement in The Near East.



Pompey the Great

Pompey, a Roman military commander, was sent by Rome in approximately 65 B.C. to 
replace Lucullus, who was conducting a military campaign against Armenia. Pompey 
defeated King Tigranes of Armenia and then moved his soldiers into Syria, Palestine, and 
region now known as Jordan in 63 BC. As the Romans took control, they began to build 
theaters, temples and palaces (Journey-Admin 2022).   The modern Kingdom of Jordan is 
home to many of these significant structures. 



Umm al Jimal, Roman Reservoir, Northern Jordan.

https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=392927
This Roman Reservoir in 
Northern Jordan supplied 
troops garrisoned in the 
adjacent Roman castellum 
(fort) with water, and was 
reused for agricultural 
purposes from the Byzantine 
to the modern era (USAID 
SCHEP).

USAID SCHEP. "Umm al Jimal, Roman reservoir, 2nd century." Photograph, October 28, 2015

https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=392927


Umm Qais (Gadara), Roman Bath Early Fourth Century

Umm Qais, the site of ancient Gadara 
of the Decapolis, is located among 
Jordan's most picturesque scenery 
about 120 kilometers from the capital 
Amman and 12 kilometers from the 
southern bank of Lake Tiberias ( as 
qtd in Kerner. S. The Near East in 
Antiquity. v.1 (1990); p. 15; Rami 
Khouri Collection)

Rami Khouri Collection. 1983. ACOR. https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=79655.

https://acor.digitalrelab.com/index.php?s=filter=citation_template:Rami%20Khouri%20collection.%20DATE%20OF%20IMAGE.%20ACOR.%20COPY%20FILE%20LINK.
https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=79655
https://acor.digitalrelab.com/index.php?s=filter=citation_template:Rami%20Khouri%20collection.%20DATE%20OF%20IMAGE.%20ACOR.%20COPY%20FILE%20LINK.


Qasr Bshir, Late Third Century Roman Fort

https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=57667

Rami Khouri collection. 1988. ACOR. https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=57667.

“Located approximately 80 km. to the 
south of Amman and 15 km to the 
northwest of the present-day town of 
el-Qatrana and the same distance to the 
northeast of the legionary fortress of 
el-Lejjun is the fort of Qas Bshir. 
Remarkably well preserved, this castellum 
stands as a poignant reminder of the long 
vanquished might of Rome on this, the 
southeastern fringe of the Empire” (Centre, 
U.W.H.) 

“Qasr Bshir was a key link in the chain of 
watchtowers and forts. These were 
strategically located along the desert 
fringe in this region, forming the first line 
of defense in depth of the province of 
Arabia” (Centre, U.W.H.). 

https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=57667
https://acor.digitalrelab.com/index.php?s=filter=citation_template:Rami%20Khouri%20collection.%20DATE%20OF%20IMAGE.%20ACOR.%20COPY%20FILE%20LINK.


Wadi Shu'eib

Stone coffin with geometric 
decorations inside the Royal Roman 
Cemetery

Rami Khouri collection. 1948. ACOR. https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=271968.



Bayt Ras

USAID SCHEP collection. 10 March 2019. ACOR.https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=438903.

Painted Roman Tomb.

https://acor.digitalrelab.com/index.php?s=filter=original_date:10%20March%202019


Wadi Araba. Bir Madhkur

Part of the ad-Dlayi path on 
the ancient incense route, 
which runs from Khirbat 
Bir Madhkur to Petra and 
leads to a Roman bath from 
this side

USAID SCHEP collection. 07/17/2016. ACOR.https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=374413.



Al-Muwaqqar. Roman Reservoir

Roman reservoir cleared of mud 
and watering the camels.

Paul and Nancy Lapp collection.11 September 1957. ACOR. https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=104086



Umm Qais

Umm Qais, the site of ancient 
Gadara of the Decapolis, is located 
among Jordan's most picturesque 
scenery about 120 kilometers from 
the capital Amman and 12 
kilometers from the southern bank 
of Lake Tiberias (as qtd in Kerner. 
S. The Near East in Antiquity. v.1 
(1990); p. 15; Paul and Nancy Lapp 
Collection)

Paul and Nancy Lapp collection. 15 April 1999. ACOR. https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=102077.

https://acor.digitalrelab.com/index.php?s=filter=citation_template:Paul%20and%20Nancy%20Lapp%20collection.%20DATE%20OF%20IMAGE.%20ACOR.%20COPY%20FILE%20LINK.
https://acor.digitalrelab.com/index.php?s=filter=original_date:15%20April%201999
https://acor.digitalrelab.com/index.php?s=filter=citation_template:Paul%20and%20Nancy%20Lapp%20collection.%20DATE%20OF%20IMAGE.%20ACOR.%20COPY%20FILE%20LINK.


Roman Olive Press

This Roman olive press is 
located near As-Salt in Jordan.

Linda K. Jacobs collection. 1980. ACOR. https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=136159



Pella (Tabaqat Fahl). 

The Roman Odeon (foreground) 
and the Byzantine Civic Complex 
Church above it.

Rami Khouri collection. 1984. ACOR. https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=86027.



Jerash - Colonnaded Street

Jane Taylor collection. 1993. ACOR. https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=48247.

Agora, South Decumanus, 
colonnaded street. From Theater



Jerash, Temple of Jupiter (Zeus)

https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=90904

George Bass collection. 1955. ACOR. https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=90904.

https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=90904


Jerash - Temple of Artemis 

George Bass collection. 1955. ACOR. https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=90896.



Jerash -  Oval Piazza, Zeus Temple and South Theater

Jane Taylor collection. 1997. ACOR. https://acor.digitalrelab.com/?s=file=13592.
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